The Ottawa Visitor Center

The Ottawa Visitor Center is located on
the corner of US 2 and Hwy 45 in
Watersmeet, Michigan, and serves as the
gateway to the Forest.

The Ottawa Visitor Center has been open
to the public since May 1971. The mission
of the Center is to foster understanding,
appreciation, and enjoyment of the natural,
cultural, recreational, and wilderness
resources of the Ottawa National Forest.

Through interpretive programs and
displays, our goal is to help build public
understanding and appreciation of our
natural resources that leads to safe, wise
and caring use of the Forest.

Services offered at the Visitor Center
include:

e Fully accessible facilities
Forest Service information and
Permits

Visitor information
Interpretive programs

Nature films

Interpretive sales items
Interpretive hiking trail

Ottawa Interpretive Association

The Ottawa Interpretive Association (OIA)
is a non-profit corporation founded in 1993
for the purpose of enhancing the
educational and interpretive efforts of the
Ottawa National Forest. All net profits
generated from the OIA interpretive sales,
contributions and membership fees are
used to fund educational, interpretive and
cultural projects on the Ottawa National
Forest.

The goal is to instill in the public a sense
of pride and stewardship toward our public
lands, and to foster understanding and
appreciation of all natural, cultural and
recreational resources of the Ottawa
National Forest.

Hours of Operation

June - September
Daily, 9:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
October - May
Monday--Friday, 8:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.

Access

Entrance to the Visitor Center is on US
Hwy. 2, East of Hwy. 45

For more information, contact:
Ottawa Visitor Center

Watersmeet, Michigan
906/358-4724

Ottawa Website

Like us on FaceBook

FOLLOW US ON bwikkerdd

L

The information and opinions shared during these
presentations may not align with those of USDA
Forest Service or Ottawa National Forest.

In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of
Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA,
its Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in
or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating
based on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity
(including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age,
marital status, family/parental status, income derived from a public
assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior
civil rights activity, in any program or activity conducted or funded
by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs). Remedies and com-
plaint filing deadlines vary by program or incident.

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communi-
cation for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape,
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agen-
cy or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY)
or contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-
8339. Additionally, program information may be made available in
languages other than English.

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA
Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at
http://www.ascr.usda.gov/complaint_filing cust.html and at any
USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the
letter all of the information requested in the form. To request a copy
of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992. Submit your completed
form or letter to USDA by: (1) mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture,
Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence
Avenue, SW, Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-
7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov.
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2016 Summer
Program Schedule




June 2 — Ojibwe Culture and Lifeways
Learn about the many everyday items that are
used by the Ojibwe people now and in the
past. Jim and Judy St. Arnold, Anishinaabe
elders, will be here to talk about the Ojibwe
culture, while they share items such as birch
bark baskets and bitings, brained tanned hide
items, and porcupine quill work. This hands-
on presentation allows guests to appreciate
items that are usually only seen in pictures or
museums.

June 9 — Native Plant Gardens

Join Ottawa National Forest Botanist, Sue
Trull, to talk about native plant gardens.
Native plants are well adapted to our climate
and can easily g
be added to
your yard or
garden. Learn |
about local
species that
benefit
pollinators and
pick up tips on species selection.

ir

June 16 — Macro
Photography

Scott Pearson, Ottawa
National Forest
Biological Technician,
will discuss how to
photograph natural
subjects such as
flowers and insects.
He will discuss camera
settings, lenses, other
necessary camera gear, as well as where you
might find various flowers and insects on the
Forest.

Ottawa Visitor Center

2016 Summer Program Schedule

All Programs are Free of Charge and begin at 7:00 p.m. CST

June 23 — Mushrooms

Join Anne Small, local mycologist, for a look
into the fascinating world of fungi. She will
discuss the roles of

fungi in northwoods
ecology and will give P&
tips on collecting and | ##
identifying edible

to bring along
specimens for identification.

June 30 —Loons
Learn about loon

9 identification, behavior
e / and ecology with Rollie
M Alger, Loon Ranger for
4 [.oon Watch. He will
also talk about loon
mating and nesting, as well as vocalizations and
their meaning.

July 7 —Moose

Join Erin Largent, Wildlife
Research Technician for
Michigan Department of
Natural Resources, to learn
about the history, biology,
and current status of moose
in Michigan's Upper
Peninsula.

July 14 — Predators, Habitat, and Winter
Weather Influence on White-tailed Deer
Survival in Michigan's U.P.

Join Todd Kautz and Nick Fowler, from
Mississippi State University, as they talk about
the Michigan Predator-Prey study that has
followed fawn and adult female deer along with
black bear, wolves, coyotes, and bobcats from
2009-2016. Learn more about how these
species interact with each other and their
environment.

July 21 — Prescribed Fire
Ottawa National Forest Fire
Operations Specialist, Lisa
Gowe, talks about the history
of prescribed fire and its
benefits. Fire in general will
also be discussed; how good
fires can prevent bad fires.

July 28 — Freshwater Mussels

Ottawa National Forest
Fisheries Biologist, Holly
Jennings, talks about mussels,
the mysterious inhabitants of
our local streams. Learn about
the many different varieties of
mussels, how they feed,
reproduce, move within their
habitat, and why they are
important to a healthy stream
ecosystem.

August 4 — Mapping the Ottawa

From the days of the early explorers, to modern
day internet applications, learn about the
methods used to map the Ottawa National
Forest. Gayle Sironen, Ottawa National Forest
Cartographic Technician, will share
information and have vintage maps on display.
If you love maps, or are interested in history,
please join us for this presentation.

August 11 — Birds of Prey & Turtles
Learn what makes birds of prey and turtles
unique with Northwoods Wildlife Center
Education Director, Bart Kotarba. Bart will
also talk about ways to help them out. Live
birds and turtles found in our area will be
featured.

August 18 — Civilian Conservation Corps
Join Aprelle P Rawski, Pioneer Park Historical
Complex Coordinator, as she talks about the
Depression Era of the 1930's and the role the
Civilian Conservation Corps (CCC) played in
the economic well-being of young men and
their families, as well as the reforestation of the
forests of the northwoods. Many projects, such
as tree planting, preservation and improvement
of fish and wildlife habitat, and building of
infrastructure have had lasting benefits still felt
today.

August 25 — Are you Weather
Ready?

Significant weather threats exist even
here in Upper Michigan, ranging from
dangerous winter storms to weather

- hazards associated with summertime
thunderstorms. Join Matt Zika, from the
National Weather Service in Marquette, as he
talks about some of the significant weather
events from across the Upper Peninsula, and
how you can increase your weather readiness.




